Be Thankful!

Near Christmas, my co-
worker said, "Let's have a spe-
cial party just for the ladies
while the kids are in school."
We decided on homemade
goodies, singing some Christ-
mas carols, poetry and simply
enjoying each other.

Toward party’s end, a CCO
staffer asked the ladies to take
time to give thanks for some-
thing that happened this past
year. "Wow," | thought, “Is
thankfulness too much to ask?
These ladies have no homes,
have suffered broken relation-
ships and difficult situations
with their children."

But was | surprised! Nearly
every lady gave thanks. “I'm
thankful that my children are
healthy and not lying in a hos-
pital bed somewhere,” one
woman said.

“I'm glad to be in this shel-
ter and have the opportunity to
start over again,” another lady
said. She felt that if she hadn't
come to the shelter she would
be making the same mistakes
over and over again. "Now I'm
seeing things differently. The
future looks much brighter to
me!"

A third woman’s words
really hit me, a mother myself,
deeply. "My little girl said to
me, 'Mommy, | don't care if we
have any presents this year.
I'm just glad we are still all to-
gether — you, my brothers, and
me."

Would | myself be thankful
being in a shelter over Christ-
mas? Would you, | wonder? |
don't know. But the sharing of
these women was pure gold, a
gift beyond price.

- Colleen Baznik
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Volunteers from Kraft Foods “suit up” in preparation to serve meals to our dinner
guests and shelter residents on Martin Luther King Day (“Volunteers,” page 4).
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by Sheila Curtis

WHEN MY DAUGHTER AND I came into Cornerstone Shelter, it was
4:30 a.m. Entering the large first floor, we were led to the elevator and
went upstairs to the second floor. The elevator doors slowly opened, I
thought to myself, “Oh my God! Where are we?" There were bunk-beds,
women and children everywhere.

That morning, my younger daughter Lauren and I slept on a couple
of cots. Once we were both tucked in (for the few remaining hours of
darkness), I turned my back to her, snuggled up into a ball and cried
myself to sleep.

Finding myself homeless and without employment was very over-
whelming to me. I previously lived in West Palm Beach. We had an
apartment, car and I had a job (which I willingly gave up) to relocate
back to Chicago (my birthplace). A relative offered me the opportunity of
living in her apartment until I found a job and a place to stay. So, I de-
cided I was going to come back home to Chicago, the city that I loved.

After living with the relative for about five weeks, she wanted me,
my three children and our dog to leave. I'm not quite sure why, but
whatever the reason, it left my family and me without a place to live.

My life has been a very busy and chaotic one at times. After my
mother died when I was seventeen, my life began spiraling downward.
For more than ten years my life consisted of struggling with depression,
alcohol and drugs. Just before I was about to totally ruin my life; God
gave me my first child, Ashley! He knew that I desperately needed some-
one to love and someone to love me. (Continued, page 2)
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| VIVIDLY REMEMBER the first
marathon | ever saw. The year, 1972,
the place, Munich Germany. In an
astonishing feat, Frank Shorter won
the USA an Olympic gold.

Watching on television, | was more

than impressed. Unlike other Olym-

CCi

www.teamcco.org, has links for both
runners and their supporters. From
our main page you can read about the
runners already signed up to run the
marathon for TeamCCO, sign up to
run yourself (and set up your own do-

ctes!

pic events, the marathon seemed
truly beyond mortal imagination.
Twenty-six and two-tenths
miles? Mind-blowing. If anyone
had told me | would one day run
not one, but two marathons in a
single year, I'd have laughed in
their face. I've just never been
known as the “serious” athlete.

Three or four years ago, as part
of a regime to lose weight, | began
walking, then running. Long story
short, in 2004, | did run two mara-
thons. No one was more aston-
ished than | was!

TEAM

LIVING LIFE FOR A CHANGE

If | can do it, anyone can. And
that brings me to this! This year, CCO
has allowed me to enlist all the run-
ners and want to be runners out there
for something wonderfully exciting —
The Oct. 9 2005 LaSalle Bank Chi-
cago Marathon. Each TeamCCO run-
ner raises pledges and donations for
the Cornerstone Community Outreach
shelters! In addition, LaSalle Bank
graciously accepted TeamCCO as an
official charity (see their website, www.
chicagomarathon.com for more informa-
tion). Talk about a great way to moti-
vate one’s training, and yet another
reason for the rush of joy upon finish-
ing a marathon!

TeamCCO's website,

Did you know?
77% of emergency shelter
providers surveyed re-
ported that they turned

away requests for shelter
this past year, primarily
due to a lack of resources.

(Based on extensive surveys conducted
by studentsagainsthunger.org)

nations page!), or make a contribution
in support of a runner. This is our first
year, but we are hoping to see Team-
CCO become an integral and fun way
to support Cornerstone Community
Outreach in our efforts to aid the poor
and homeless.

Spread the word. Running is a
rush, healthy, and almost anyone can
do it—youth groups, married couples,
co-workers, corporate sponsors! Don’t
forget to order an official TeamCCO
t-shirt and to read more about this
unique fundraising effort online at
teamcco.org. (Or email: team-
cco@jpusa.org for more info.)

- Jon Trott

Friends in front of CCO Shelter.

Continued from page |

The gift of my daughter Ashley and the
grace of God turned my life around.

After being forced to go into a shelter,
initially I thought that moving back to
Chicago was the biggest mistake of my
life. Instead it became one of the most
spiritual and beautiful times of my life.

Was it tough? Yes! Yet regardless of
what situation brought the many ladies
who lived with us in the shelter there,
each and every one of them was special.
Each one of them inspired me in one way
or another.

My case manager, Marguerite Brown,
was not only helpful in assisting me with
employment and housing; she was always
willing to listen with a caring and under-
standing ear. But there were days when I
felt like I just wanted to give up. Colleen
Baznik, the Chaplin of Cornerstone shel-
ter, would take my hands and pray with
me. On a daily basis, our “house mom”
Rachel Shaw did her best to accommo-
date all of our varied needs in a timely
manner.

I lived at Cornerstone Shelter for
three months. After leaving Cornerstone, I
was blessed to receive transitionl housing
through CCO’s Leland House Project.
This is where my family and I currently
live. Being at the Leland house is giving
us the opportunity of living in an apart-
ment at a nominal rate and assisting me
with saving money in order to obtain per-
manent housing.

By the grace of God I have a degree in
Human Services which I attained at the
age of forty. I believe that you’re never too
old to pursue your dreams. Currently I
am working for the Housing Resource
Center (Uptown area). Once homeless,
now I am assisting people with housing!

I must say, I don’t regret coming to
Cornerstone. My life has been changed
for the better. I see life in a different way.
Instead of seeing the negative, I see the
positive. I look for the possibilities! There
is always something good in everything
and in everybody. To Sandy Ramsey, Di-
rector of Cornerstone, I want to say
“thank you for sticking out the tough bat-
tle to keep the shelter going. Your persis-
tence and hard work has helped so many
people.” Cornerstone Shelter and the
Leland House staff have truly made a dif-
ference in the lives of me and my family.
To all of you I say “THANK YOU!”
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Andrew Winter, our financial officer, is
too busy to stop for pictures.

Beverly, a long-time friend from the
neighborhood.

Christmas 2004, clients and staff sat for great food prepared by
Leland ladies. Northbrook and Hinsdale Covenant Churches pro-
vided presents and cookies. The fragile lives of women and
children found comfort as we sang “Joy to the World.”

Humans Are Not lomelessness

Recently To say

I heard someone say the homeless are a problem

how some people are “afraid of the homeless.” is to say other human beings are a problem.
What to do when approached by the homeless, how to deal with the Homelessness is

homeless, how to not have the homeless where they shouldn’t be? suffered by human beings

as humans suffer from cancer or depression.
The term “homeless” now stands for a problem; gloss over the fact
that what is under that term is human beings. Humans are not cancer,

they are not depression,
To say they are not homelessness.
someone is afraid of the homeless

is to say they’re afraid of other human beings. They are humans. Sandy Ramsey
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I enjoy having a quiet time
early in the morning before I
start my day. As [ read and drink
coffee, I am thankful for the
quiet, the ability to think about
and pray over the day. I look for
these perfect “rest and rejoice”
moments.

But what of moments where
everything isn’t right, or in order,
or perfectly soothing? Recently, I
was in our church service. I
usually get a little selfish when it comes to church,
wanting to reflect and relax as I enjoy the service.

I arrived a little late to be met by one of the women
our social outreach program and church has worked
with over the years. My friend, Mary, smelled of stale
alcohol but this was one of her good days. As we
played musical chairs, struggling to get seated before
the service began, she happily introduced me to some
people she knew who were sitting right behind us.

“This is Tom and Emma, they’re homeless too, they
live in the park,” she announced loudly. They didn’t
seem to mind and with big smiles on their sunburned
faces, shook my hand. Two men came in from the
local half way house. They boisterously exchanged

greetings with the rest of us in our section before
taking a seat. Mary, acting as hostess, promptly gave
them a songbook.

In front of us, a fellow community member was
hosting her visiting mother who was busy talking with
her grandchildren. Next to them sat my neighbor and
her husband. As the music began, Mary began to sing
heartily. Normally I had not heard her sing like that,
but today she had an audience of people she knew
and she seemed to be trying to lead the way in how
worship should be done.

The two men from the half way house took turns
getting up and wandering, singing happily off key. My
neighbor joined in with enthusiastic hand clapping,
her husband’s arm encircling her shoulders as if he
was trying to keep her from floating upward with the
music.

As the strains to the hymn filled the air and we all
sang together from all walks of life, all ages, all
backgrounds, “All for Jesus, I surrender...” I
experienced a deep inner calm and happiness. In the
midst of imperfect conditions, everything was as it
should be. This moment was peaceful and relaxing
without the trappings of perfect circumstances or
right, easy answers.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Your faith, hard work, creativity, and prayer make our work possible. We could not have made it without
every one of you! Painting, pounding nails, serving food, mopping floors, praying, or giving financially, you have
been a partner with us. Please forgive us if we missed your name or organization in the following list of donors.

All Saints Orthodox

Church (Chicago)

Amerivision
Communications Inc

James & Robin
Anderson

Mary Apel

Melody Ashcraft

James & Linda Bassett

Lori Beckberger

Glenn Betancourt-
Burgos, Laura
Szymanowska

Celeste Beverly

William Bickerton

First Congregational

Church. of Western

Springs

Glenn Bjorkman, The

Bjorkman Foundation

Mary Bjorklun

Sue Bliese

John Bozeman

Diane Brick

Northeast Christian

Church (Ohio)

William Buckerton

Willis Burgess

Stillwater Calvary, Inc.

(Montana)

Rev. Leroy and
Colleen Carlson

Donald Casey

Mission Cov. Church (IL)

Laura Cassels

Center for Student Mis-

sions, (Chicago)

Jeremy & Margaret Thorn-

Chaet (Chicago)

Jerry Cheek

Chicagoland
Toys for Tots

David & Shannon
Clemens

Jessica Coleman

George Combs

Richard & Nan Conser

Daniel Cook

Thomas & Susan Cooper

Scott & Linda Corsar

Monique Coutu

Raymond & Priscilla

Coutu

Evangelical Covenant

Church (Princeton)

Evan. Cov. Chrch Sunday

School (Princeton)

Winnetka Covenant

Church

Owen Davis

Megan De Guzman

Pomeroy, Iowa Cov.Ch.

Youth Group

Mark & Maria Ditmars

Cheryl Doering

Bill & Mary Dreier

Louis & Beth Dudney

Kevin & Lisa Eddy

Gregory & Jeannette
Elliott

Larry & Karen Evans

Merri Ex

Joseph & Paula Farley

Mark Farnsworth

Tammy Faux

Jacob & Christy Files

Mark & Mary Finke

Eric Fisher

Kent & Lisa Foreman

Thomas & Karen
Franczyk

William & Kristina Frank

Bruce & Janice Friesen

Donna Fry

Richard & Nancy Fryer

Kelley Gallagher

Mark Gargano

Byron & Sheila Gay

Jon Gerstenkorn

David & Lisa Geyer

Daniel & Mary Gingrich

Craig Gordon

Eric & Audene Gordon

John & Eunice Graham

Paul & Elenor Graves

Donald & Kathy Groesser

Ada Mary Gugenheim

Rev. Bruce Haight

Michel Hakanson-Stacy

Jeremy & Heather Hale

Tracy Hall

David & Kelly Hanna

Rosemary Hardy

Vincil & Rosemary Hardy
Trust

Steve & Deborah Hatland

Kathi Haughey

John & Mary Ann Haupt

Terrie & Danny Hayes

Roger & Shirley Helle

Lynette Herndon

Richard & Linda Higgins

Walter Hirsch

Tony Hix

Larry Howe

John & Kathy Hughes

Jason Inman

Paul Jalovick

Debra Jenkin

Dave Johnson

Darin Johnson

Joan Johnson

Jerome & Charlotte
Johnson

Alan & Kim Jones

Robert & Kim Jones

Curt & Sandra Jungkuntz

Suzanne Kanode

Arnold & Carol Kanter

Edison Park Community
Church (Chicago)

Roger Kaser

Brian & Sheri Kelly

Heather Kirk

Christine Kish

Glenview-Northbrook
Kiwanis Club

Robert & Christine Klein

Koenig Charitable
Foundation

Ronald & Pamela Kuhn

Jay & Jennifer Kure

John & Debbie Kurth

Gethsemane Covenant
Church (MN)

John & Mary La Drigue

Mathias Langdalen

Nathan & Megan Lavoie

Pierre Leonard

Thomas & Cynthia Lithio

Amy& Brian Little-Miller

Ronald & Patsy Long

R. M. Lucas Co.

Jerry & Barbara Lucchi

Joseph Lucci

Silvia Mancini

Bill & Judy Mattingly

McCain Food USA, Inc.

Bud Lenahan,
McMaster-Carr
Supply Co.

Gwendolyn & Wayne

McNamara

Jean Merrill

Bruce Meyer

Alivester Miller

Timothy & Lynette Miller

Mark & Irene

Misenheimer

Tony Mix

Timothy & Laurie
Montroy

Peggy Mueller

Carl Mullican

Richard Murphy

Brian Nelson

Evangelical. Cov. Church
Central Conference

Robbin & James Nestor

North Park Church
Covenant Women

Covenant Women of
Northbrook Ev. Cov.
Church

Northbrook Evangelical
Covenant Church

Nola Norton

Ev. Cov. Church,,of
Hinsdale

Paula & Michael Oliveira

Randy & Wanda Olson

Roy & Elisabeth Olson

Wanda Olson

Joseph & Judy Orland

Peter & Katherine Pagan

Teen Challenge of the

Mid-South

Arl. Hts. Congregational
United Church

Lee & Timna Peterman

Robert & Ruth Ann
Peterson

Joseph & Mary Pohl

Brian& Catherine Quigley

R. M. Lucas Co.

Christine & Doug Raarup

Dr. & Mrs. Clifford
Randall

Scott Rasmussen

Steven & Joyce Reid

Boise Resource Ctr. (ID)

Resurrection Life
Fellowship

Fred Reynolds, Jehovah-

Jireh Contracting

Tracy Rich

Mark & Carrie Ries

Riverside Community
Church (Peoria)

Adam Christian Robertson

Darrell & Karin Ropp

Thomas Rosenof

Robert Ryan

Kay & Steven Rye

Steven Rye
Donald & Patricia Sands
Neil & Heather Schopp
Gerald & Debra Scroggins
Alicia Sharp
Sandra Shonk
Angela Shouge
Dorothy Skerik
Regina & Thomas Sloane
Kenneth Smith
Leonard & Marian Smith
Joel & Sheryl Solomon
Andrew & Joyce Stedt
Petra Stoick
Jeffrey & Jane Stoltzfus
The Barnabas Project
Trustmark Foundation
Ticor Title Insurance
(Chicago)
Helen Tinsley
Helen Trent
Urban Life Center, Inc.
(Chicago)
David & Carol Usher
Justin & Tiffany Van Wie
Richard & Nancy
Vanderveen
Anne & John Vassal
Chuck Waddell
Margareth & James Wade
Richard & Becky Wagler
Neal Wagner
Carola Walls
Michael Walters
Bob & Sally Watson
Darlene Werner
Ruth Werstler
Andrew & April Westby
Catherine Whitehead
Laura White
Ricardo & Jan Widmann
Norman Willey
Bruce Williams
Roger & Maria
Victoria Williams
Cliff & Linda Williams
Willow Creek
Community Church
Steve Willoughby
Ricardo& Clara Windman
John & Carol
Winzeler Inc.
Daryl & Patricia Witmer
Alan & Lynda Witt
Charles & Marlene Woods
Donald & Sandra Zylstra




An 18 year old student.

A 37 year old carpenter.
A 13 year old swimmer.
A 51 year old housewife.
A 92 year old grandpa.

(Now, look in a mirror.)

What Do They
Have in Common?

They can all be
volunteers!

Interested? Fill out the below
coupon, or phone or email 773-
303-0119 / ljackson@jpusa.org

Group Volunteers
Thanks to You, we can do what we do!

Brian Gill, a high school student, more than
completed his required 40 hours of service learn-
ing hours by volunteering 105 hours working in
the kitchen this summer. Tracy Nuemark, a
teacher and member of Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church, has faithfully come and volunteered
on Wednesdays for nearly 3 years to keep our
kitchen in tip-top shape. We are grateful to Wil-
low Creek Community Church for their ongoing
service and contributions for those families and
women who find themselves homeless and in
need.

Several groups have taken on the enormous
task of planning, providing, and serving a meal
here at CCO. The Culver Academy Alumni
Club organized their 6th annual neighborhood
holiday dinner, serving not only our CCO clients,
but also many from our neighborhood who might
otherwise go hungry. Many CAAC members do-
nated food or money to make this feast possible.

The First Congregational Church of West-
ern Springs has blessed us with a Sunday Din-
ner several times. Their unique approach in-
volved 50 members of their church contributing
parts to the meal. The Korean Martyrs Church
has also contributed to Sunday meals by taking

over our kitchen and making Italian Beef sand-
wiches. Calvary Chapel of Elk Grove Village
hosted their annual Christmas feast the Saturday
before Christmas, and blessed CCO families with
holiday gifts.

The Jacqueline Vaughn Occupational High
School, for the fourth consecutive year, has
brought developmentally challenged students to
CCO to hone their skills in janitorial and food
services. Students from the Northside College
Prep School and Loyola Academy did success-
ful clothing drives and then came to volunteer.
DePaul University students held a costume
party for the kids and The Center for Student
Missions organized a day of children’s activities.

The Jeta Spa in Chicago, for the second
year, provided the single women of Naomi House
with a Christmas Eve Day of Beauty, pampering
us by setting up stations and offering complimen-
tary facials and massages on-site. Martin Luther
King Day weekend brought employees of Kraft
Foods and the law firm of Lord, Bissell &
Brooke to volunteer their services sorting cloth-
ing, serving food, and children's activities.

Space doesn’t allow mentioning everyone, but
volunteers, we couldn't do it without you!

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR WEB SITE?

Don’t miss out on the CCO website, ccolife.org! You can view past newsletters, view links to our various
CCO outreaches (there are no less than eleven of them!), read stories from those we’re involved with, make
online contributions, and even sign up online for volunteer work. Groups can also get involved online, as
well as using the below form and the enclosed envelope.
Our website is still in its infancy; future plans may also include online group discussions and information
sharing from and for the homeless themselves. (Yes, the homeless often use computers!) And also check out
teamcco.org, our exciting new opportunity involving athletes and those supporting them! (Story, page 2)

YES, I WANT TO PARTNER WITH CCO IN

ASSISTING FAMILIES STAND ON THEIR OWN

IN STRENGTH AND HOPE.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Please mail all responses, checks, and requests to: CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY OUTREACH
4628 N. Clifton , Chicago, IL 60640

~$15.00 $20.00 _ $50.00 _ $100.00

I am interested in volunteering at CCO.

Please send me more information on oppor-
tunities for my church to serve at the shelter.

I would like to have my youth group visit
CCO, please send me more information.

I will pray regularly for the work going on
at CCO and the lives being touched.

Please accept my financial gift:  $10.00




